
 FY2026 Defense Appropriations Request  

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) seeks support for the following line-items:  

Operation and Maintenance: $57.9 million New Aircraft: $17.8 million New Vehicles: $3.3 million 
 

• At $79 million overall, CAP’s request is $5.5 million or 7.5% more than FY25 due, in part, to cost increases. 
• Provides funds for nationwide programs, operations, and maintenance as well as a small number of low-cost 

replacement aircraft and vehicles, and possibly two advanced aircraft sensor packages for emergency operations. 
• This request helps address important national issues including disaster relief, youth development, and the pilot shortage.  
• CAP’s 2018 mission-based budget review (1) validated customer mission requirements and capabilities and (2) 

established manpower requirements. By 2026, CAP will report on a new follow-on business case review of missions and 
programs that will ensure that it still supports government requirements and congressionally mandated missions. 

Volunteers serving America’s communities, saving lives, and shaping futures 

As a Congressionally chartered non-profit and official auxiliary of the Air Force, CAP helps communities, states, and federal 
government with emergency and other missions. It is an organization of “national interest” to Congress. In FY24, CAP 
helped save 34 lives, flew over 102,640 hours in 544 aircraft, and provided search and rescue, disaster relief, homeland 
defense, and flight training for CAP youth and the military among other missions. CAP’s youth development and aerospace 
education programs are world class…teaching about aviation, space, and science as well as public service and citizenship. 

Recommendation for Consideration 

CAP respectfully requests consideration for supporting its line item requests in the FY26 Defense Appropriations bill and/or 
National Defense Authorization Act. Support by individual Members of Congress can be made via submission of an official 
office request or signing a letter of support to either the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman and/or the 
Armed Services Committee Chairman. Contact us if you would like to help or have any questions or concerns. 

 

 

CAP Value Statement                                          

The FY24 value of CAP volunteers’ operational service to the nation is conservatively over $281 million. Thus, CAP’s return 
on investment is better than $3.80 to every $1 in government funding, an exceptional value. CAP also saves the government 
tens of millions of dollars annually flying missions at an average of $180 per hour versus thousands for military aircraft. 

Funding Request for Civil Air Patrol 
 

Defense 
Appropriations  

Rank 
Order 

Expected FY25 CAP 
Appropriation 

FY26 CAP 
Budget Request 

Difference Between 
CAP FY25 and CAP FY26 

FY26 Presidents Budget -
Air Force Request 

O&M (OMAF) 1 56.5 57.9 1.4 Not Released Yet 

Aircraft (APAF) 2 15.0 17.8 2.8 Not Released Yet 

Vehicles (OPAF) 3   2.0   3.3 1.3 Not Released Yet 

Totals 
 

73.5 79.0 5.5 Not Released Yet 
Millions of dollars 

History of CAP Appropriated Funding       
   

Item FY09 FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 

O&M 26.6 26.4 27.3 27.8 28.4 28.4 27.9 27.9 28.0 30.8 33.6 39.1 43.2 47.3 51.3 55.1 
Aircraft 7.4 6.4 2.4 9.0 9.3 10.2 10.4 10.4 10.3 10.6 10.8 11.0 11.2 11.4 11.6 11.9 
Vehicles 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.9 2.0 

   Millions of dollars                                                                                                                            

For additional information, questions, and assistance contact: 
John Swain, Legislative Liaison to the U.S. Congress at jswain@capnhq.gov or (703) 887-1749 

 


